Do Not Pass Go

BY JOLLY BLACKBURN

LATER THAT SAME NIGHT...

THE BLIZZARD RAGES ON// |
\

ANY THOUGHTS OF PUSHING ON THROUGH

GNAW BONE PASS HAVE BEEN REPLACED

BY THOSE OF S/MPLY TRYING TO SURVIVE, /

\
FOR THE WIND IS
CRUEL AND /
MERCILESS...
TURNING YOUR SKIN R/G/D AND
PURPLE AS THE FIRST S/GNS
OF FROST BITE SET IN,

IT TUGS AND TEARS AT YOUR FLIMSY TENT LIKE
AN ANGRY CHILD AT HIS MOTHER’S APRON.

THE B/TTER COLD GRIPS YOU TO THE BONE.

IT’S INESCAPABLE AS THE TEMPERATURE CONTINUES TO PLUNGE.

GEEZUS...

|
WE’RE GETTING OUR 4ASSES
KICKED -- BY WEATHER.

) | DAMN/

I GUESS THIS EXPLAINS WHY THAT BAR KEEP LAUGHED IN OLR
FACES WHEN WE TOLD HIM WE WERE HEADIN’ UP THE GNAW BONE.

I THOUGHT HE WAS JusT HRMMMPH..
TRYING TO SELL US UP \
HE D/D ON EXTRA BLANKETS. INCLEMENT WEATHER.
SEEM |
AMUSED, THE GAMEMASTER’S
\ JAIL HOUSE SHIVE...

I DON'T THINK IT’S GOING
TO LET UP BOYS -- WE'RE
IN A BIT OF A PICKLE HERE.

HEY SPELL

GEE -- YOU
THINK? JOCKEY...

\

TIME TO EARN
YOUR KEEP.

p \
HE CAN
: —\i\ PRODUCE IT
)~ AT ANY TIME
AND THE
PLAYERS ARE
DEFENSELESS.
WHAT ARE YA WA/TIN' FOR? REMEMBER --
\ PROBLEM SOLVE IT//
HUH...? RUN YOUR SPELL TACTICALS. OH... (
[ \ / RANK THE THREATS
WHAT IS IT? RIGHT. BY SEVERITY AND
IT'S SITUATIONS LIKE POSS/BLE OUTCOMES...
THIS WHERE A MAG/C
USER CAN TRULY SHINE. \
THEN ADDRESS

THEM IN 7HAT ORDER...
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\
FINDING THE BEST SPELL FOR
ANY GIVEN SITUATION QUICKLY.

l

WHICH CAN BE D/FFICULT FOR A
HIS LIMITED SPELL ARSENAL.

\

IT’S ALL ABOUT

WAYS...
\
R \ BY
)\ BEING
= CREATIVE.

THE SECRET OF SPELL MASTERY...?

FIRST LEVEL MAGE -- CONSIDERING

ADAPTING THOSE
SPELLS IN NEW
AND UNEXPECTED

OKAY...,
|
LESSEE...
|

THE COLD --

FOLLOWED BY THE SHELTER...

THAT’S GOOD. ATTA BOY.
|
NOW 7H/NK THROUGH THOSE

[ ALTERNATIVE-USE SPELL

THAT'S OUR
B/GGEST
PROBLEM..

DRILLS T RAN YOU THROUGH...

\ THINK!!
|

LET THE
RIGHT SPELL
BUBBLE TO

~ — THE TOP.

HEH!!
!

T THINK
I'VE GOT IT//

B.A, T CAST ‘MORGANSHEEN'S

IT'S ACTLALLY FOR COMPONENT — ooor),
PREPARATION BUT IT SHOULD 7
GENERATE SOME MUCH NEEDED HEAT. g,

PORTABLE BRAZER'

)

IT CREATES A SMALL
BRONZE BOWL FILLED
WITH BURNING EMBERS...

[
IT’LL BURN FOR 4 TURNS//
\ OH,

DONE.

PERSONALLY...?
\
T WOULD'VE GONE WITH
“SECKAM'S HOVERING ORB
OF RADIANT ENERGY” BUT...

YEAH BUT \
SECKAM'S AAAAI
2258 ALY \ HH...
LASTS FOR
TRUE
6 ROUNDS... ENOUGH.

/ /

BUT WHEN S/MUL-CAST
WITH “SLOW BURN"...?
\
AND DOUBLING UP ON
THE REQU/IRED MATERIAL
COMPONENT EXPENDITURE...?

\

THOSE SIX
ROUNDS
SUDDENLY
BECOME S/IX

- HOURS!!

,.

\
TS A
LOOP

BUT ONE THAT'S NEVER
BEEN CLOSED WITH OFFICIAL ERRATA.
\

HAS THE ADDED BENEFIT OF L/GHT -- THE
EQUIVALENT OF 2.5 TORCHES PER TURN IN FACT.

\

MIND YOU THAT’S AT 75
THAT’S PERCENT OF THE MATERIAL
BRILLIANT. COMPONENT COST FOR

) MORGANSHEEN'S BRAZER

L

S0 YOU'RE
: GETTING
MORE BANG
)\ FOR YOUR
)\ BUCK AS WELL,

AAAAH, DAMN.
\

-SIGH-
/

I GUESS T
STILL HAVE A
LOT TO LEARN,

/
NO, NO,

1TOTALLY oy 00D.
Missgp oW 1P GO0

THAT.

REALLY.
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MOMENTS LATER...
SOMETWES IT ausT B0LS |_HOMENTS LATER...| e RISK OF
EXPOSURE HAS BEEN

DOWN TO PERSONAL
LOBBING-STYLES. N}CELY PLAYED, DAVE. GREATLY DIMINISHED.
\
\ YOUR “M/SER’'S GRIP" SPELL HELPS IT’LL BE A M/SERABLE
SECURE THE TENT PEGS IN THE /CE.
WHICH YOU'LL REFINE ECURE THE TENT P& NIGHT TO BE SLIRE..
WITH EXPERIENCE. / \
2 AND YOUR MEND CANTRIP TOOK BUIT ONE
of NOW... CARE OF THE GAPING HOLE YOU'LL MOST
; | TORN IN THE TENT BY THE WIND. ‘@W i LIKELY
Vil WHAT ABOUT W sURVIVE.
e THE TENT.2 WE'RE HUDDLING NICELY )
I /\( _/}. ¥ UP AROUND THAT EXECUTED, ) /
r BRAZER B.A. DAVE.

: e
\ 5 i chad® ﬂﬁ:luﬂ
LATER STILL
_ EL MARDICO'S SLEEP WAS e
YOU AWAKE NEXT MORNING FILLED WITH STRANGE DREAMS. . '
T0 A’;‘ EERIE SILENCE. \ THERE WERE MOMENTS WHEN
_ OF IMAGES FRIGHTFUL, YOU WERE PEERING ouT
REPLACED, BY A NEWDAY'S SUN AND VIVID AND COMPELLING. PROM SOME HIDING PLACE N
THE PROMISE OF BETTER WEATHER. \ OF YOUR BEATING
/ YOU DREAMT YOU HEART FILLING YOUR EARS.
RN WERE RUNNING /
SLélf;'r ,Og;;% Ly Sz THROUGH THE THEN IMAGES OF A NET.
, : ~ % FOREST, DAVE. \
N MUFFLED SCREAMS, CONFUSION.
BUT DAVE W rearinG AT THe RAW |

IN PARTICLLAR }_,; ___ FLESHOF A RABBIT AND THEN A DARK CAGE.
WITH YOUR TEETH. /

WHAT THE HELL...?

ey ‘I*" 9] B
€ -3 ) g
%‘@ S g B

YOU AWAKE IN A
DUDE -- T WARNED YOU ABOUT EATING THOSE DEEP

COLD SWEAT..
) FRIED ‘MYSTERY MEAT' SNACKS BACK AT THE TAVERN.
T'M HAVIN’ FEELING THAT
NIGHT MARES? THERE 15
SOME SORT OF
siomFicance 1o | | g Lomee  BUT T HAD M TOO.
YOUR DREAM --
\
vy e || STIDEDN e
NOT JUST RANDOM \ ) FOREST...?
THOLIGHTS
CHICKEN WHAT
AND IMAGES. MY ASS/ / GIVES...? T WONDER...
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OKAY B.A. -- SO TELL THE TRUTH.

GREAT...
|
WE ST7/LL GOT THE

WELL THE GOOD
NEWS |S WE'RE ALIVE.
|
AFTER D/GGING OUT OF
THAT AVALANCHE AND THEN
FIGHTING OFF THAT PACK OF

SNOW JACKALS 1 WAS BEGINNING
TO THINK WE WOULDN'T MAKE IT.

SUCKS THAT WE
LOST MOST OF
OUR PROV/ISIONS
IN THE SL/DE.

|
YOU BURNED OFF A GROUP COUPON
\
-- AM I RIGHT?

DAMN THING HANGIN'
OVER OUR HEADS THEN.
OH WE'RE
SCREWED
I TELL YA WHAT’S
WITH THE
CRAZY
DREAM?

KILLER STORM. RAVENOUS JACKALS.
WHICH WAS IT? WE’RE IN THE CLEAR NOW.

|

[
RIGHT?
SORRY, BOB. \\
/ T~
DIDN'T PLAY @a
WHO THE
TURN BACK...? ,
FR/C.{(’ CARES? vk caripyay UNFORTUNATELY BOB’S RIGHT, DAVE.
\
LOOK -- WE GOT WE LOST OLIR PROVISIONS,
BIGGER PROBLEMS, L HATE T \
MUDHOLE AND WHO KNOWS WHEN
' ANOTHER STORM COULD HIT?
NOT TO MENTION WE'RE
DOWN ON HIT POINTS.

1 HATE TO SAY IT BUT
WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
TO TURN BACK AND
RETURN TO ORZURN
PAA'SHEEK.

THOSE WOLF HUNTERS
CREEP ME OUIT,

!

I'M PRETTY SURE THERE
WAS SOME ‘BAD TOUCHING

GOING ON THAT
NIGHT WE SLEPT ON
THE TAVERN FLOOR,

EXACTLY -- WE
SHOULD REGROUP.

OH MAN --
THIS IS GONNA
aLow! WE BETTER
HURRY...

IT UP AND MOVE DOWN
SLOPE FOR THE WINTER.

\ OH THIS IS CA
AND PROVISIONS y GONNA
BE GOOD..

WERE ALREADY
IN SHORT
SUPPLY.

A LOT OF THE VILLAGERS ALL RIGHT -- LET’S DO IT THEN.
WERE STARTING TO PACK /
ONLY KEEP A SHARP
EYE OUT -- WE T STILL WANNA
KNOW WHAT’S UP
WITH THAT
TLL TAKE

N'T AFFORD ANY

MORE TROUBLE.
FRICKIN” DREAM.
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